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Solar is big…

Basics

550,000 First Solar
Thin Film Modules

40MW of solar 
modules

40 million kWh 
generated annually

About 290 acres

Started in 2007
Finished in 2009

By today’s standards this 
40MW system is very large.  
In the future this will be 
small.
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The Northwest is a great Solar Market



Oregon is a “hot” market

– Growth is dramatic!
• 2 MW installed in 2007 (Top 10 in US)
• 11.5 MW reserved to date in 2008 (Top 5 in US)

– Major Projects include:  
• Kettle Foods (114kW)
• EARTH20 (200kW)
• Bend Parking Garage (450kW)
• Portland Habilitation Center (870kW) 
• ProLogis warehouse/logistics centers (1MW) 
• Multnomah County (1MW)
• City of Medford (2MW)



Solar Makes “Green” Cents
• System Purchase 

leveraging
– Federal ITC
– 50% BETC
– Energy Trust of Oregon

• Power Purchase 
Agreements (PPA’s)
– Eliminates the large upfront 

investment
– Little or no design, 

installation, or maintenance 
worries

Solar provides tangible proof to your customers and  employees 
of your companies commitment to
• combat global warming, 
• achieve energy independence, and 
• reduce and stabilize your long term electricity cos ts



Where is Solar Going?

• Solar will become increasingly mainstream

• Solar PV systems will be more tightly integrated into the 
grid as a “partner” with Utility companies

• Prices will continue to fall, but so will incentives

• Oregon will rapidly become a leader in terms of 
manufacturing and installation


